+ Whinstone Weekly

Academic Year 2025/2026 - Summer term
Friday 8th May 2026

Whinstone Wide - General school information

Save the Date - Summer Fayre

Our Summer Fayre is having a little change this year! Following the success of our evening Christmas
Fayre, we are excited fo be moving the Summer Fayre fo an after-school event. Make sure to save the
date - Friday 3rd July.

As always, we will be creating our much-loved themed hampers. Each year group will be assigned a
different colour, and we would greatly appreciate any donations to help fill them. The hampers are
always a huge success, so please feel free to be as imaginative as you like when choosing items. We
kindly ask that no fresh items are included due to use-by dates.

Nursery Year 3 Iellow/
Reception Green Year 4 Brown

Year 1 Red Year 5 Purple

Year 2 Blue Year 6 Black & white

We are also collecting donations for our popular bottle stall and tombola. For the bottle stall, we are
asking for any unopened bottles - these can be drinks, toilefries or anything that comes in a bottle.
All donations can be sent into school via the main office or handed to staff at the classroom door-.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support - we can't wait to celebrate together!

Mental Health Awareness week

¢NTAL
Next week is Mental Health Awareness Week. Our school recognises the D /74\
importance of this because early childhood is when children develop emotional » 7\:‘
skills, confidence, and relationships. Supporting wellbeing helps our pupils 5’ I
understand their feelings, manage challenges, and know when to ask for help. Our '%\4, é-
strong focus on mental health creates a safe environment where our children feel €ss ‘Ng

happy, supported, and ready to learn.
The Mental Health Champions have arranged activities for the children throughout the week. On
Friday 15™ May they would like our school to have a ‘pyjama day', where all children are invited to
come to school dressed in their pyjamas. If they are not comfortable in wearing night attire, they can
come in something they feel comfortable inl

In addition to 'pyjama day’, some of the activities our pupil Mental Health Champions have planned are:
. Mindcraft drawing and colouring at lunchtime

. Karaoke at lunchtime

. Decorate the classroom door, an inter-class competition.

. Yoga with Mr Carlton.

We hope it will be another successful week across the school, especially for our Year 6 pupils who will
be working hard on their SATs



Road Safety %

This morning, there was an incident involving one of our pupils on Ingleby Way. @
While not directly outside school, the child and their family were crossing at a /l [ AN\ N

designated crossing when a vehicle failed to stop at a red light. Fortunately, no & R ‘\

one was injured, but this was understandably a very distressing experience for
the family involved and could have had far more serious consequences.

We would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone of the importance of SA F ETY
road safety when travelling o and from school. If you are driving, please ensure >

you reduce your speed, remain alert and follow all traffic signals. For those walking, please continue fo use
designated crossing points and remain vigilant, particularly as not all drivers adhere to the rules of the road.

Year 6 SATs
Next week, our Year 6 children will be sitting their SATs. We are incredibly proud of how hard they have

worked in preparation and the resilience they have shown throughout the year.
A few gentle reminders for the week ahead:

e Please ensure your child arrives at school on time each day, ready to start promptly.

o If there are any concerns or issues over the weekend, please email school as soon as possible so we can
support.

e A good night's sleep will make a big difference.

While SATs are not the be-all and end-all, and do not define who our children are or who they will become,
they are an opportunity for pupils to show what they can do. We encourage all of our children to try their
very best and feel proud of their efforts.

We have already planned for a Year 6 water fight on Thursday afternoon , by then it will be a well deserved
reward!

Most importantly, please make sure your child knows just how fantastic they are. Encourage them not to put
too much pressure on themselves. As long as they try their very best, we couldn't be prouder.

Sports day reminder dates

Year group Date Start time(s)

It's not long now until sports
11:30 (morning attenders)

: - rd

dGYS begm' Pre SChOOI wedneSday 37 June 2:30 (afternoon attenders)
We would like to remind Reception Monday 8t June 1:45pm
parents of the approaching

. Year 1 and Year 2 Thursday 4th June 1:45pm
dates for sports days this
year‘ as Shar‘ed oh fhe Yeﬂl" 3 Clﬂd yedl" 4 Fr'|d0.y 5“‘ June 145pm
newsletter in March. Year 5 and Year 6 Tuesday 9" June 1:45pm

Stockton-on-Tees SEND inspection

There is currently an inspection of the authority to assess how effective the Stockton-on-Tees Local Area

Partnership is at identifying and meeting the needs of children and young people with SEND.
If you are a parent of a child who has SEND needs, we have been asked to direct you to the link where you
can express your views on the authority's provision, arrangements and support.
I have attached two links, one for the OFSTED guidance and one to complete the online survey. Remember,
this is only relevant for those parents who have children with Special Educational Needs.

Guidance link and Survey Link

l‘rh

Please note we have been asked for this to be completed by 9am on Monday 11™ May.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-area-send-inspections-information-for-families
https://ofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk/p/AreaSend/10422012

Around Whinstone this week.
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Well done to those who earned a
Headteacher's certificate from Mrs
Batty this week.

How long do you
think the whale
shark is?

Year 5 explored different printing
techniques.

Reception were learning
and writing about

dinosaurs.
Year 1 were doing some work on whale

sharks. They even measured out the length
of a whale shark using children!

Some of our children enjoyed OPAL
dressing up!




Our Walking Club enjoyed

1 their time in the sun. One of
i#l the children (Emilia) said, "I
\&¥ go on the walk each week as a
B Mental Health Champion. T
love that I get some fresh
air, exercise and get to talk

with my friends and
teachers."

TR O e —

We had an amazing KS2 Internet
| Legends assembly from the Google
| and Parent Zone team (Rhiannon and
Chelsea). The children learnt lots of
useful things about staying safe
online.

| One of our Year 5 pupils, Sidney, is taking part in an 11 mile Tees Heritage walk
on 17th May tfo raise money for My Sister's Place. Sidney is registered

W 'Severely Vision Impaired’ but he is wanting to support others in the community
by doing this walk for charity.

My Sisters Place is a specialist domestic abuse charity providing confidential,
non-judgemental support to anyone affected by abuse. They are there to
listen, believe, and help people rebuild their safety, confidence, and
independence. Their services are free, inclusive, and centred around the needs
and choices of the individuals seeking support.

my sisters place

If you would like to support this charity and Sidney's efforts, please
follow this link.



https://givestar.io/gs/sidney-baz?fbclid=IwVERDUARcu8FleHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAwzNTA2ODU1MzE3MjgAAR42gQbxZjIM0_edRk28bm4KpBosRv2Z6zizLsm-ScdzmpW_4ui7YdWFVwAvSw_aem_1hgCoWMbAno7uh4-_Cg0zA

Would you rather...?

? {ry )
& % 3 9’ Have to wear black all the Wear white all the time?
P” ‘ “ \“ time?

Oracy - talk matters!

WOULD YOU RATHER "EEK BEGINNING

11/05/26

This week's random
question to discuss with
your child.

Whinstone next week

Year 6 SATs tests are taking place
From Monday to Thursday, Year 6 will be taking their SAT tests. Please ensure all Year 6

children arrive on time, are well rested and fed!

Mental Health Awareness week

Across the week, our Mental Health Champions will be running events to support children's
mental health. These events include karaoke, colouring and yogal!
Remember, on Friday is 'Pyjama day' when children can come dressed in their pyjamas or
other comfy clothing.

Tennis sessions

We are continuing with a second week of having a tennis coach in delivering tennis sessions
across the school.

Year 2 Forest School
Year 2 have their Forest School session on Wednesday.

Year 6 Water fight
On Thursday afternoon, Year 6 with have a celebratory water fight fo mark the end of the
SATs tests. Details have been sent out to Y6 parents because they will need to bring a

complete change of clothes - including underwear!

FoW Ice Cream Friday
Friends of Whinstone will be selling ice creams during the school day. The cost of these is

£1. There are alternatives for those with dairy allergies.




g and Family Suppor

Family Horizons

Is your child finding it difficult o come to school? Perhaps
they're experiencing tummy aches, tears, or saying they feel

worried? Many children feel this way, and it can be
Horizons challenging for the whole family.
S ing P dC f Child. E i i . . . o s
oo cpiesie Family Horizons is a free, supportive online course created
What is Family Horizons?
Afree online course for parents ai

carers whose children are finding scf

especially for parents and carers in this situation. It offers:
* Understanding of what your child might be experiencing
* Practical strategies to support your child

with your child

- Sores o - Real stories from families who've been through similar
How does it work?

« Access

5 chapters with video content online anytime
ch short, focused videos

experiences
* Activities you can try together at home
You can access the Family Horizons training anytime using

Stnpoxting families’ Join for FREE by el

understanding attendance your child's teacher for

it this link: Family Horizons
the registration link

Safeguarding :

The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) for the school is Mrs Batty.

Our other safeguarding leads in school are:

Mrs Wilson- Dukes Mr Carlton Mrs Squires Mr Ford

If you are worried about a child, please contact school or the Stockton Family Help Point
using this link.

During working hours call: 01642 130080 or Email: familyhelppoint@stockton.gov.uk
In an emergency, please contact the Police on 101 or 999.

Attendance

We have a slight increase this week which is great to
see. Thank you for ensuring your child comes to school

Whole school attendance
(year to date)

95.0%

National average =

thrive and

Miss Owens, our PSA, is available to support and help with any issues you have
regarding attendance or to support around other concerns you have affecting your
family. Contact the school if you would like to speak with her.



https://www.stockton.gov.uk/family-help-point
mailto:familyhelppoint@stockton.gov.uk
https://stockton.ebsahorizons.org/fhs-reg?am_id=whinstone_primary
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