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Friday 3rd April 2026 

Enrichment at Whinstone 

Thank you so much for your responses to our parent enrichment form – we were delighted to receive 

nearly 100 responses. Your feedback is incredibly valuable and helps us to continue developing 

opportunities for all of our pupils. 

We already offer a wide range of clubs and experiences, including chess, STEM, drama, chat and chill, 

arts and crafts, pupil leadership opportunities and a variety of sports and residentials. Having carefully 

reviewed your responses, we are now looking at ways to widen our offer even further. For example, it was 

suggested that planting and gardening opportunities could be made available, and we will be looking to 

introduce something during lunchtimes in our wildlife area. It was also suggested that Forest School 

should be available for younger children, and we have already started to implement this.  After Easter, we 

will share further details about what will be available for the summer term. This includes an exciting 

overnight proposal for our Y5 pupils!  

If you would like to provide additional feedback, please send this to admin@whinstone.org.uk for the 

attention of Mrs Wilson-Dukes. 

 

OPAL Stay and Play event 

Yesterday, we were delighted to host our first OPAL Stay and Play event. This 

provided a wonderful opportunity for parents to experience first-hand the wide range 

of activities and resources available to children during lunchtimes, as well as to better 

understand why they may sometimes come home a little muddy or wet! 

It was fantastic to see families enjoying the space and engaging with the provision. We have also received 

some lovely feedback, recognising the dedication of our staff and the significant effort that goes into 

developing and maintaining our OPAL environment. 

While this is very much a whole-team effort, we would like to extend special thanks to Mrs Godwin and 

Mrs Wilson-Dukes for their leadership and commitment in driving this initiative forward. 

One parent shared on social media: 

 

‘I just wanted to say a heartfelt thank you for the wonderful OPAL afterschool session held tonight. It was truly 

appreciated that the teachers, assistants and volunteers gave up their own time to allow parents to see what the 

children get to experience with OPAL.  

The opportunity for the children to explore, play, and learn outdoors in such a creative and engaging way is 

invaluable, and such a wonderful experience for the children to develop tactile skills, problem solving and the 

resilience of the outdoors!  

Thank you again for going above and beyond. It means a great deal’  

 

It is lovely to receive such positive comments about our school; a school we are undoubtably very proud of. 

mailto:admin@whinstone.org.uk


After-School Multi-Sports Clubs  

We are pleased to share that Live It and Get Active will be running their 

popular after-school multi-sports clubs following the Easter break. These fun and engaging sessions 

cost £4 per week and can be booked via Arbor. The booking system is now live and will remain open 

until 10:00am on the first day back at school, so please ensure you secure your child’s place in time. 

Details of the sessions are: 

We look forward to seeing lots of pupils taking part and enjoying these active sessions! 

 

Parents’ evenings reminder  

A reminder that parents evenings will be held on Wednesday 22nd April to Friday 24th April.  All 

appointments are available to book on Arbor by going to ‘Guardian Consultations’, selecting the day 

you require, go to ‘Meetings’ and click on the time slot you would like, then confirm your booking. 

Once you have booked a slot, you are unable to cancel or amend any confirmed appointment.  If you 

do need to change or cancel your booked time, please contact Mrs Rees-Grant or Mrs Thomas on 

admin@whinstone.org.uk or call 01642 750318 and they will be happy to make any adjustments for 

you.  

 

Whinstone’s Got Talent rearranged  

We are pleased to be able to inform you that we have new, revised 

dates for this year’s Whinstone’s Got Talent which are Wednesday 

29th and Thursday 30th April 2026. 

If your child was meant to be performing on the Wednesday night 

show, then they will be taking part on the show on the 29th.  If they were meant to be performing 

on the Thursday, then they will take part in the show on the 30th. 

Children need to arrive at school at 5:45pm and must be accompanied by an adult.  The shows will 

start at 6pm and there will be a short interval where we will have refreshments and raffle tickets 

on sale.  If there are any problems with these dates, please inform school as soon as possible so 

that we can finalise arrangements in good time. 

 

School is now closed for the Easter break.  We hope you 

all have a lovely two weeks and we look forward to having 

the children back at school on:  

Monday 20th April at 08:45am. 



Well done to those who 
earned a Headteacher’s 

certificate from Mrs Batty 
this week.  

We opened a new zone for OPAL - 
Water Zone 

We had our first OPAL Stay and 
Play event. 

Mrs Gibson was delighted to present to each class a 
winner for reading this term. These children have 

shown they are keen to make progress, have a found 
a new love for a genre (graphic novels inspired by 

World Book Week) or have continued to be 
committed to reading as they understand its 

importance.  

Our KS1 children had an Easter 
assembly in school, whilst our KS2 
children had an Easter Liturgy at 

the church. 



Year 2 had a maths Easter egg 
hunt. 

Year 2 were taking 
photos of wildlife 

for their computing 
lesson. 

One of our Y1 children and her family made 
this amazing addition to our rockery area.   

Representatives from DHL came in to 
deliver sessions on safety around vans 

for all KS2 children. 

Our Year 4 children went on a 
residential to Robinwood. 



Hadleigh took two ballet exams and an acro exam.  She earned 
a pass in each one with a special recognition from her teacher 

for her wonderful discipline for such a young dancer. 

Well done, Hadleigh! 

Maddison took one ballet exam and two acro exams.  She 
achieved a pass in each of them and was commended for her 

exceptional performance. 

Well done, Maddison. 

Vinnie travelled to Scotland to compete in a motocross event.  He achieved five 
out of six possible 1st places which meant he was the overall winner of the 

Northern Elite Tournament. 

Well done, Vinnie. 

We held our annual egg decorating competition.  Once 
again, there were some amazing creations! 

The winners of the egg decorating competition were…. 



Oracy - talk matters! 

This week’s random 
question to discuss with 

your child. 

Year 5 and Year 6 Boys’ Football tournament 

Our boys’ team that made it through the first round, are playing their previously cancelled 

match on Thursday. 

Parents’ evening taking place 

Parents’ evenings are taking place over three nights—Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  

Don’t forget to book your appointment on your Arbor app. 

Y6 Carlton residential parents’ meeting 

On Wednesday, there is a meeting for any parents or carers of children going to Carlton.  

This starts at 3:15.  

Digital Leaders 

Some of our Digital Leaders are heading to Teesside University for an afternoon. 

School is now closed until Monday 20th April. 



 

  The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) for the school is Mrs Batty.   

Our other safeguarding leads in school are: 

 

 

 

 

If you are worried about a child, please contact the Stockton Family Help Point using 

this link. 

Or, during working hours call: 01642 130080 or Email: familyhelppoint@stockton.gov.uk 

In an emergency, please contact the Police on 101 or 999. 

Whole school attendance 
(year to date) 

 

94.8% 

National average = 
94.6% 

 

Miss Owens is available to support and help with any issues you have regarding 

attendance or to support around other concerns you have affecting your family.   

Contact the school if you would like to speak with her. 

Not a great end to the term as our attendance 

has dropped. We are confident that next term 

we will see some big improvements. 

Stockton on Tees have now separated 
from Hartlepool for all things 

regarding Safeguarding. 

They are pleased to announce that 
from 1st April 2026, there is a new 

Family Help Point. 

This is the service that gives 
everybody, including professionals, 

parents and carers, a central point to 
seek support or report safeguarding 

concerns.   

The new Family Help Point portal can be accessed by clicking this link. 

You will also notice that our safeguarding information has now been updated below. 

Stockton Family Help Point 

https://www.stockton.gov.uk/family-help-point
mailto:familyhelppoint@stockton.gov.uk
https://www.stockton.gov.uk/family-help-point


 

If you are interested in 
becoming a Community 

Guardian, or you want to know 
more, complete this form and 
they will send you information 

about their first training 
course. 

https://ivisontrust-civi.org.uk/form/community-guardian-enquiry





