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MUSIC INTENT:  

At Whinstone, Music is an extremely important ingredient in our children’s education. Our Music curriculum has been designed and chosen to inspire pupils to 

develop a love of music, as well as developing their own talent as musicians. This should increase their self-confidence, creativity, self-expression and sense of 

achievement. We believe that music is a universal language that children can use to embark on a musical journey; therefore, a high-quality music education 

should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of the subject.  

Music is used to develop children’s confidence and imagination. Our children are able to develop skills in listening, composition and performance throughout 

school. Music also plays a great part in our school and wider community. Our children are given the chance to perform in concerts, plays, carol services, talent 

shows and assemblies. We aim to give every child the opportunity to participate in a structured scheme of musical experiences and develop at their own pace, 

no matter what their age or ability. We hope to foster a lifelong love of music by exposing our children to diverse musical experiences and igniting a passion for 

music. By listening and responding to different musical styles, finding their voices as singers and performers and as composers, all will enable them to achieve 

their very best and become confident, reflective musicians.  

Our teaching aims in Music include the following: 

Enjoyment and Appreciation 

-Children will engage in a music curriculum that inspires them to develop a 

love of music and nurtures their talent as a musician. This will increase their 

self-confidence, creativity and a sense of achievement. 

Creativity  

-Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of 

creativity. We will ensure that every child develops this creativity through 

composition, use of their voice and a range of musical instruments, 

exploration and imagination.  

Knowledge  

-Every child will develop a rich foundation of facts based on musical across a 

range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions. This includes the 

works of the great composers and well-known contemporary musicians.  

Performance  

-Children will develop their performance skills through a range of 

opportunities both within school and the wider community. They will sing 

and play musically within increasing enthusiasm, confidence, expression and 

control.  

Skills  

-Through a combination of solo, ensemble and class contexts, children will 

develop skills in singing, composition, listening and the interrelated 

dimensions: pitch, dynamics, duration, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and 

notation.  

Evaluation and Analysis  

-Every child will review, evaluate and analyse musical works from different 

genres, traditions, cultures and styles. This will further develop their critical 

engagement with music, as well as developing their oracy skills. 
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MUSIC UNIT Progression Tracker - Curriculum Overview 

 

EYFS 

 

Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Rhythm and pulse 

Exploring pitch and 

voices 

 

Rhythm and pulse 

Exploring pitch and 

voices 

 

Rhythm and pulse 

Exploring pitch and 

voices 

 

Rhythm and pulse 

Exploring pitch and 

voices 

 

Rhythm and pulse 

Exploring pitch and 

voices 

 

Rhythm and pulse 

Exploring pitch and 

voices 

 

 

 

YEARS 1 - 6 
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Music Curriculum Overview – EYFS – Year 6: Long Term Plan 
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Music Curriculum Overview – EYFS – Year 6 

Early Learning Goals and National Curriculum Aims: 

 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage: 

EYFS Linked Areas of Learning: 
 
The most relevant statements for 
Music are taken from the following 
areas of learning: 

• Communication and Language  

•  Physical Development  

•  Expressive Arts and Design 

Early Learning Goal:  Invent, adapt and recount stories with peers and teachers 
 
 
 
• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs  
• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in 
time with music. 
 
 

‘Year 1 Ready’ Goals:  
 
-Copy a simple beat pattern, for example XX-, XX- 
using untuned percussion instruments or claps.   
 
- To invent patterns using at least one pitch 
sounds.   
 
- To identify instruments they can hear in a piece 
of music e.g. guitar, drum, etc. 
 

Key Stage 1 

Pupils should be taught to:  

• use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 
• play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

• listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 

• experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music 

 

Key Stage 2 

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and  
manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  
Pupils should be taught to:  

• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

•  listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of music 
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Music Curriculum –KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS PROGRESSION  
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 Key Vocabulary 
 

 
EYFS 

Sing 
Rhyme 
Clap 
Instrument / instrument names 
Song  
Rhythm  
Music 
Move 
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Addressing misconceptions in Music: 
Below are the seven elements of music.  These elements are inter-related and are the building blocks of music.  The list below is not exhaustive by 
any means but shows the main misconception(s) within the elements.    

Year Group:  Rhythm  Tempo  Pitch  Dynamics  Timbre  Texture  Structure  

EYFS                

In EYFS, good 
modelling and 
confident 
teaching can 
help to ensure 
that 
misconception 
are picked up 
early. Clapping 
along to songs, 
clapping 
syllables in 
names / words, 
playing 
instruments in 
different ways 
will all 
contribute to 
children 
becoming more 
confident 
musicians.    

What is rhythm?  
Rhythm is the 
pattern of sound, 
silence, and 
emphasis in a 
song. In music 
theory, rhythm 
refers to the 
recurrence of 
notes and rests 
(silences) in time. 
When a series of 
notes and rests 
repeats, it forms 
a rhythmic 
pattern.  
  
MAIN 
MISCONCEPTION
  
Rhythm and beat 
/ pulse are not 
the same!  
Some people find 
rhythm difficult 
for a number of 
reasons, 
including a 
perceptual 
disorder, a lack of 

What is tempo?  
Tempo is the 
speed at which a 
piece of music is 
played. It's 
measured in beats 
per minute (BPM). 
Within the tempo, 
there is an 
underlying beat 
that keeps the 
music steady – this 
is known as the 
pulse.  
  
  
  
MAIN 
MISCONCEPTIONS
  
Tempo and 
rhythm are not 
the same!  
  
Not all tempi are 
the same and 
some music can 
change tempo as 
the music 
progresses  

What is pitch?  
Pitch in music is 
the quality of a 
sound that makes 
it higher, mid-
range or lower. 
Sounds are higher 
or lower in pitch 
according to the 
frequency of 
vibration of the 
sound waves 
producing them.  
  
  
  
MAIN 
MISCONCEPTIONS
  
Pitch and volume 
are often 
confused because 
both can be 
described as high 
or low. However, 
pitch is related to 
the frequency of a 
sound wave, while 
volume is related 

What are 
dynamics?  
Dynamics means 
how quietly or 
loudly a piece of 
music should be 
played.  
Dynamics are an 
important way of 
conveying the 
mood of a piece 
and the use of 
dynamics is a 
marked element of 
any performance.  
  
MAIN 
MISCONCEPTIONS
  
Pitch and volume 
are often 
confused because 
both can be 
described as high 
or low. Another 
misconception 
with dynamics is 
that loud music 
has to be fast and 

What is timbre?  
Timbre 
(Pronounced Tam-
ber) is the quality 
of a musical note. 
It is what makes a 
musical note 
sound different 
from another one. 
Words like round, 
brassy, sharp, or 
bright can be used 
to describe the 
timbre of a sound.  
  
  
  
MAIN 
MISCONCEPTIONS
  
Timbre is often 
confused with 
texture.  
  
  

What is texture?  
Texture in music 
indicates how 
many layers there 
are within the 
music. Just like 
textiles, music 
can be ‘thick’ or 
‘thin’ depending 
on how many 
layers of sound 
are played at 
once.  
  
MAIN 
MISCONCEPTION
  
Texture is often 
confused with 
timbre.  

What is 
structure?  
Structure is a 
crucial element 
of music. It 
describes how 
the different 
sections in a 
piece of music 
are positioned 
together to form 
the composition  
  
MAIN 
MISCONCEPTION
  
Success in music 
can exist without 
structure and 
organization. This 
misconception is 
one of the big 
things that 
prevents the up-
and-comers from 
ever getting to 
the upper tier.  
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musical training, 
or a lack of 
attention.  
  
  

Also, just because 
shorter notes may 
be written on a 
piece of music 
(e.g., 
semiquavers), it 
doesn’t mean that 
the music will be 
fast.  (Likewise 
with minims / 
semibreves)  

to the amplitude 
of the wave.  
Larger objects 
produce louder 
sounds and 
smaller objects 
produce quieter 
sounds  
Larger and longer 
objects may 
vibrate, but this 
doesn't 
necessarily mean 
they produce 
louder sounds.  

quiet music also 
has to be slow.    
  
  

How do we 
address the 
misconception?
  

  

Year 1  Ensure strong, 
simple rhythms are 
played for children 
for them to listen 
to and 
copy.  Where 
possible, try these 
with a steady beat 
going on in the 
background.  

Clap along to 
songs / music with 
a strong pulse and 
a steady tempo to 
ensure that 
children become 
confident with 
keeping a steady 
beat.  

Listen to lots of 
examples of low 
and high.  Do 
physical actions to 
match, e.g., stand 
up very tall for 
high sounds and 
crouch down for 
low sounds  

Listen to lots of 
examples of loud 
and quiet 
music.  Children to 
identify when 
music is loud / 
quiet by using 
actions.    

Using untuned 
percussion, can 
the children 
describe sounds 
made by a 
triangle, claves 
and tambourine?  

Play simple 
pieces of music 
with only 2 parts 
– can the children 
identify the parts 
and try to say 
which 
instruments are 
playing?  

Play / sing simple 
songs with verse 
/ chorus 
structure.  Can 
they identify how 
many verses / 
choruses?  

Year 2  As Year 1, plus 
introduce words as 
rhythms alongside 
the clapping, e.g. 
“Can you clap my 
rhy-thm?”  
“Oran-ges and le-
mons”  

As Year 1 plus 
ensure that songs 
with different 
tempi can be 
heard.  

As Y1.  Introduce 
sounds that are 
between high and 
low and do actions 
to match.  

As Y1.  Introduce 
music that is 
somewhere 
between quiet and 
loud.  Use actions 
to show 
understanding.  

As Y1.  Can 
children choose 
instruments from 
a selection of 
untuned 
percussion that 
play certain 
sounds, e.g., 

As Y1, plus have 
music where the 
parts are doing 
different things, 
e.g., 2 different 
melodies.    

As Y1, plus can 
they identify 
other features, 
e.g., an 
instrumental 
section?  
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metallic, clicky, 
bright.  

Playing along to 
simple songs will 
help.  

Year 3  As Year 1 and Y2, 
plus can the 
children play these 
rhythms on other 
instruments, e.g., 
glockenspiels, 
untuned 
percussion, etc.  

As well as clapping 
to songs with 
different tempi, 
keep a steady beat 
on tuned 
percussion.  

Show a variety of 
notes on 
glockenspiels.  Chn 
to recognise which 
are low, middle 
and high notes 
depending on bar 
length.  

Introduce the fact 
that loud music 
can come from 
low sounding 
instruments as 
well as high 
pitched 
instruments, and 
vice versa with 
quiet music.  

As Y2.  Create 
sounds to match 
parts of a well-
known story, e.g., 
Goldilocks and The 
Three Bears.  Can 
the children say 
why they’ve 
chosen specific 
sounds?  

Play music that 
has several parts 
– can the children 
identify them and 
say which 
instruments are 
being played?  

As previous, plus 
can the children 
identify 
repetition / 
ostinatos 
(repeated 
rhythms)  
Composing using 
ostinatos would 
help.  

Year 4  As Y3, plus can 
children compose 
their own rhythms 
using a given set of 
notations, e.g. 
crotchets (these 
are known as 
‘walks’ in our 
curriculum) and 
quavers (these are 
known as 
‘runnings’ in our 
curriculum)  

As well as clapping 
to songs with 
different tempi, 
keep a steady beat 
on tuned 
percussion and on 
tuned instruments 
such as 
glockenspiels.  

As above.  Link 
with science topic 
on sound and 
discuss frequency 
/ wavelength / of 
sounds produced 
by a range of 
instruments.  
  
  
  
  
  

Introduce music 
where the 
dynamics change 
dramatically or 
gradually, e.g. In 
The Hall of The 
Mountain King by 
Grieg and 
Beethoven’s Fifth 
Symphony.  

As previous, plus 
can key changes 
be identified?  

Year 5  As Y4, plus can the 
children 
confidently play 
given rhythms as 
well as creating 
their own, 
including the note 
semibreve and 
semiquavers?  

Identify songs / 
music where there 
is a change in the 
tempo.  Play by 
clapping or on 
untuned 
percussion.  

Continue to 
discuss how low 
and high sounds 
are produced and 
encourage 
children to play 
melodies on low 
notes of 

Continue to 
discuss loud and 
quiet 
sounds.  Ensure 
understanding by 
using these 
dynamics in their 

Continue to create 
a variety of sounds 
with untuned 
percussion.  Create 
as many sounds as 
possible using 
body percussion.  

Play pieces of 
music with 
several parts and 
with lots going on 
– can they pick 
out as many parts 
as possible and 
describe melodic 

Once children are 
confident with 
structure, binary 
form A-A-B-B) 
and ternary / 
Sonata Form 
(Exposition, 
Development, 
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Year 6  As Y5, plus can 
the children 
create own 
rhythms to 
different beats / 
tempi and time 
signatures?  

As Y5 but play also 
on tuned 
instruments, e.g., 
glockenspiels.  

glockenspiels and 
high notes of 
glockenspiels.    

performances and 
in compositions.  

shape, types of 
notes used, 
dynamics?  

Recapitulation) 
can be 
taught.  Chn can 
also use this 
structure to help 
them compose.  

  
 


