
Academic Year 2025/2026 - Autumn term  

Friday 17th October 2025  

Online Safety 

Mrs. Woodley, our school’s Computing Lead, arranged for Martin Bailey - an online safety expert - to deliver a 

session for parents and carers on keeping children safe online. Unfortunately, despite having 425 children in the 

school, only five families attended. 

This was particularly concerning, as our staff are frequently called upon to address online issues that arise 

outside of school, often involving apps such as WhatsApp and TikTok - platforms for which none of our pupils are 

technically old enough to have. 

At Whinstone, we are committed to supporting parents in promoting online safety; however, it is disappointing 

when such valuable opportunities for guidance are not taken up. Online safety is a shared responsibility - schools 

play a vital role, but parents must also be actively involved. 

Those who did attend found the session extremely informative and appreciated the chance to ask questions and 

receive practical advice from an expert in the field. 

We sincerely hope that future online safety events will see greater attendance. These sessions are designed to 

help parents stay informed about the ever-changing digital landscape and to provide essential support in keeping 

children safe online at home. 

 

Reports and drop-in open evenings for parents 

Next week, you will receive your child’s first report of the academic year.  After half term, there will be an 

opportunity to come into school as we are holding two drop-in open evenings on Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 12th 

November.  This will give you an opportunity to look at your child’s work and speak with their teacher.  

Alternatively, if you feel you need to speak with your child’s teacher before then, please contact school and a 

suitable time can be arranged. 

Unfortunately, Mr Ford’s class have a slight change to their evenings.  Mr Ford is unavailable on  Wednesday 12th 

November, so he will have his open evenings on Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th November. 

Please see the table below that clearly shows the dates and timings of these drop-in sessions. 

 
 
  

 

 



Toy Fair 

On Friday 7th November, we are holding a toy fair in school.  The toy fair is a great fundraiser and any money 

raised is used to enhance the experiences of our Early Years children.  Toys will be sold ranging in price from 

50p to £4.00.   

If you have any good quality, pre-loved toys that you would like to donate, please send them in to school.  This 

event is usually very popular with the children and a great fundraiser at the same time. 

 

Dates for your calendar 

With Christmas fast approaching, there are a few key dates we would like to share with you.  We are hoping to 

finalise all dates for the year (sports days etc) and get these out to you soon, but these are dates you may 

need to be aware of for next half term. 



School dinner menu 

After half term, the school dinner menu changes.  The new menus run up until Easter.  This is available on our 

website but is also shown below. 



Well done to those who earned a Headteacher’s certificate from Mrs Batty this week.  

Year 5 have been working hard on a 
non-chronological report about 

space. 

Our reception children have been 
practising their motor skills ready for 
writing, by hammering golf tees into a 

pumpkin. 

Year 4 have enjoyed learning 
about Sikhism.  They have 

learnt about the five K’s and 
about a Sikh wedding. 

Our pre-school children used ‘Room on a Broom’ to focus their learning.  They 
had lots of fun with a spooky theme.  They made spells in the water, had messy 

play with pumpkins and made some bubbling potions with paint. 

Year 4 Forest school created natural 
art. 



Year 4 had fun in PE on the 
equipment. 

Lego Club have finished the building 
stage - they are now ready to start 

designing and coding their robot. 

Martin Bailey, an online safety 
expert, delivered an assembly to 

pupils in Years 3–6 on the theme of 
using apps and messaging services 

responsibly.  

Video Games 
club have been 

working on their 
resilience 
through 

competitive 
Mario Kart. 

Year 1 have been making potions, spells and having 
fun with pumpkins. 

Children enjoyed 
their lunchtime 

OPAL (Outdoor Play 
and Learning) time. 

Our Halloween 
discos took place 
- lots of games, 

dancing and 
costumes! 



Amelia competed last weekend at Flamingo Land in a big dance 

competition.  As you can see, she did extremely well winning trophies! 

 

Fantastic, Amelia - what a superstar you are! 

Kenzie is fundraising for the RDA Unicorn Centre, a purpose-built Riding for the 

Disabled Association Centre providing riding therapy, learning, achievement and fun for 

children and adults with a large range of disabilities from the Teesside area and 

beyond. The centre is under threat of closure. 

Kenzie says, “It’s not just where I learn to ride - it’s where I’ve made friends (both 

people and horses), learned to be brave, and discovered how much I love caring for 

animals.”  

Kenzie has set up a Just Giving page (link here) to try to keep this centre going.   

Fantastic community spirit, Kenzie.  Well done!  

Pre-school and Reception Bedtime Read 

Our Pre-school and Reception have their Bedtime Read where parents come in with their child to 

enjoy a good story. 

School reports go out 

Your child’s first report for the year will be coming out next week.  Look out for this in their bag. 

We finish for half-term on Wednesday 

Wednesday is the last day of school, from Thursday we are closed to children for half term.   

School reopens on Monday 3rd September. 

Year 6 reminder to apply for a secondary school place 

Applications for secondary places for September 2026 will close at midnight on 31 October. 

Any late applications will only be considered after those made on time have been processed. 

Everything you need to know can be found by following this link . 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/kenzie-stewart?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=WA
https://www.stockton.gov.uk/article/18453/Now-open-applications-for-secondary-school-admissions?fbclid=IwY2xjawNWLfVleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHooDgiZ2hmAwVWGuYVUOGyo9-CZPZOPweJbudUBnSsxIV8xnwKGFTsjp6B1f_aem_7MzX1Yylh_TgofJFcFiF-w


 

  The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) for the school is Mrs Batty.   

Our other safeguarding leads in school are: 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are worried about a child, please call the Hartlepool and Stockton-on-Tees Children’s Hub 

on 01429 284284 / 01642 130080 or out of office hours call 01642 524552 

Whole school 
attendance (year to date) 

 

95.8% 

National average = 95.4% 

 

SEND Club at Thornaby Family Hub 

 

Miss Owens, our PSA, is available to support and help 

you with any concerns or issues you may have regarding 

attendance. She can also offer advice on other services 

available to parents.  Contact the school if you would 

like to speak with her. 


