Whinstone Primary School Year 5 Literacy
Literacy Statement of Intent
At Whinstone, we aim to deliver a curriculum that encourages and develops a
passion for reading, writing and the spoken word. We will deliver a curriculum that
teaches and empowers children with the essential life skills of reading, writing and
speaking.
Children will be fluent, accurate and confident when reading and understanding
texts. They will be able to accurately and effectively communicate through the
spoken and written word.
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Literacy Year 3/4 National Curriculum
By the beginning of year 5, pupils should be able to read aloud a wider range of poetry and books written at an age-appropriate
interest level with accuracy and at a reasonable speaking pace. They should be able to read most words effortlessly and to work out
how to pronounce unfamiliar written words with increasing automaticity. If the pronunciation sounds unfamiliar, they should ask for help
in determining both the meaning of the word and how to pronounce it correctly.
They should be able to prepare readings, with appropriate intonation to show their understanding, and should be able to summarise
and present a familiar story in their own words. They should be reading widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for pleasure
and information. They should be able to read silently, with good understanding, inferring the meanings of unfamiliar words, and then
discuss what they have read.
Pupils should be able to write down their ideas quickly. Their grammar and punctuation should be broadly accurate. Pupils’ spelling of
most words taught so far should be accurate and they should be able to spell words that they have not yet been taught by using what
they have learnt about how spelling works in English.
During years 5 and 6, teachers should continue to emphasise pupils’ enjoyment and understanding of language, especially vocabulary,
to support their reading and writing. Pupils’ knowledge of language, gained from stories, plays, poetry, non-fiction and textbooks, will
support their increasing fluency as readers, their facility as writers, and their comprehension. As in years 3 and 4, pupils should be
taught to enhance the effectiveness of their writing as well as their competence.
It i It is essential that pupils whose decoding skills are poor are taught through a rigorous and systematic phonics programme so that they
catch up rapidly with their peers in terms of their decoding and spelling. However, as far as possible, these pupils should follow the
upper key stage 2 programme of study in terms of listening to books and other writing that they have not come across before, hearing
and learning new vocabulary and grammatical structures, and having a chance to talk about all of these.
B By the end of year 6, pupils’ reading and writing should be sufficiently fluent and effortless for them to manage the general demands of
the curriculum in year 7, across all subjects and not just in English, but there will continue to be a need for pupils to learn subjectspecific vocabulary. They should be able to reflect their understanding of the audience for and purpose of their writing by selecting
appropriate vocabulary and grammar. Teachers should prepare pupils for secondary education by ensuring that they can consciously
control sentence structure in their writing and understand why sentences are constructed as they are. Pupils should understand
nuances in vocabulary choice and age-appropriate, academic vocabulary. This involves consolidation, practice and discussion of
language. English – key stages 1 and 2 32
Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in spoken language form part of this
programme of study. In years 5 and 6, pupils’ confidence, enjoyment and mastery of language should be extended through public
speaking, performance and debate.
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These key concepts and knowledge will be taught and reinforced through the development of these specific skills. Build on previous skills and in addition

Punctuation

Grammar

Previous years +




brackets, dashes,
commas for
parenthesis.
Commas to avoid
ambiguity.

Previous years +








Relative clauses
(relative pronouns)
Adverbs to indicate
possibility
Modal verbs to
indicate possibility
Building cohesion in
paragraphs eg use
of adverbials for
time place and
number
Perfect tense
Adverbials of time,
place and number

Comprehension
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Checking that the book makes sense to
them, discussing their understanding and
exploring the meaning of words in
context
Drawing inferences such as characters
feeling, thoughts and motives from their
actions and justifying inferences with
evidence
Predicting what might happen from
details stated and implied
Asking questions to improve their
understanding of the text
Provide justifications for their views
Discuss and evaluate how authors use
language, structure and presentation to
contribute to meaning
Summarising the main ideas drawn from
more than one paragraph identifying key
detail to support the main idea
Identify how language, structure and
presentation contribute to meaning
Retrieve and record information from
non-fiction
Distinguish between fact and opinion
Participate in discussion about both
books that are read to them and those
they can read from themselves, building
on their own ideas and challenging views
courteously
Explain and discuss their understanding
of what they have read through formal
presentations and debates, maintaining a
focus on the topic and using notes where
necessary

Spelling
See below

Handwriting

Vocabulary

Write legibly and fluently, with increasing speed
by:
Choosing which shape of letter to write when
given choices and deciding which letters to join.
Choosing the writing implement that is best suited
to the task

modal verb, relative
pronoun, relative clause,
parenthesis, bracket, dash,
cohesion, ambiguity
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|Spelling
Spelling
Year
5&6

Words

Phonics

Rules and Conventions

Affixes and roots

Word Origins

Grammar

Children should be
taught to spell:

Children should be
taught to spell:

Children should be
taught to spell:

Children should be
taught to spell:

Children should be
taught to spell:

Children should be
taught to spell:

• words from the
National
Curriculum word
list for Years

• words containing
the letter-string
‘ough’ e.g.
bought, rough,
cough, through,
although,
thorough, plough

• words with the /ee/
sound spelt ‘ei’
after ‘c’
e.g. receive,
receipt, ceiling
plus exceptions
protein and seize

• words with the
ending /shus/ spelt
-cious or -tious
• words with the
ending /shul/ spelt
-cial or –tial

• words with silent
letters (i.e. letters
whose presence
cannot be
predicted from the
pronunciation of
the word) e.g.
doubt, island, lamb

• words using a
hyphen to link a
prefix to a root
word
e.g. co-ordinate,
re-iterate, co-own

• homophones and
other words that
are often confused
e.g. practise/
practice, advise/
advice, past/
passed

• words with the
endings
-ant, -ance/-ancy,
-ent, -ence/-ency
• words ending in
-able and –ible
• words ending in
-ably and -ibly
• adding suffixes
beginning with
vowel letters to
words ending in
-fer (The ‘r’ is
doubled if the -fer
is still stressed
when the ending is
added. The ‘r’ is
not doubled if the
–fer is no longer
stressed)
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Impact
Teachers will regularly assess and will evaluate what knowledge and skills pupils have gained against expectations.
Reading

1 Below expectations

2 Meeting expectations
I use the words and word parts that I can read and understand already to think about what new words mean and sound like
I continue to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non‐fiction and reference books as well as
text books.
I understand what I read, even though books are set out in different ways and are written for different purposes.
I understand what I read by comparing events in a text and comparing the different versions of the same text.
I am becoming familiar with a wide range of books from our own literary heritage and also books from other cultures and
traditions.
I can identify writing conventions such as first person, I can identify themes in the texts I read such as heroism
I have learnt a wider range of poems by heart
I am able to read aloud and perform poems and plays, and use appropriate intonation, tone and volume to help the audience
with their own understanding
I check my understanding of books I have read through discussion and exploring the meaning of Words –for example using
dictionary/thesaurus
I can ask questions about what I have read to further improve my understanding.
I am able to identify key details and ideas in texts by summarising a given number of paragraphs I have read.
I show my understanding of what I have read by drawing inferences from within the text and justifying them with evidence.
I can predict what may happen in a story from details given and suggested in the text
I know authors use particular language which will have impact on me, the reader.
I can show how language, structure and presentation all contribute to meaning in texts I read.
I can distinguish between statements of fact and opinion.
I can retrieve, record and present information from non‐fiction.
I like to recommend books I have read to my friends
I participate in discussions about books I have read, or those that have been read to me by listening to others' ideas and at
times challenging views courteously if they differ from my own.
I can explain to others what I have read, I can use technology to help me explain
I can explain a view point and justify this using the text to support me

5|Page

3 Exceeding
expectations
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Writing
1 Below expectations
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2 Meeting expectations
Spell some words with ‘silent’ letters: e.g. knight, psalm, solemn
Continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are
often confused
Use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand
that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically, as listed in
English Appendix 1
Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidelines for adding
them
Spelling
Use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or
both of these in a dictionary
Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: choosing which shape of
a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join
specific letters
Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: choosing the writing
implement that is best suited for a task
Plan their writing by: identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing,
selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for
their own
Plan their writing by: in writing narratives, considering how authors have
developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or
seen performed
Plan their writing by: noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading
and research where necessary
Draft and write by: using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within
and across paragraphs
Draft and write by: in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the
action

3 Exceeding expectations
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Draft and write by: selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary,
understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning
Draft and write by: précising longer passages
Draft and write by: using further organisational and presentational devices
to structure text and to guide the reader (e.g. headings, bullet points,
underlining)
Evaluate and edit by: assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’
writing
Evaluate and edit by: proposing changes to grammar, vocabulary and
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning
Evaluate and edit by: ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense
throughout a piece of writing
Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors
Evaluate and edit by: ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when
using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and
writing and choosing the appropriate register
Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and
movement so that meaning is clear
Use a thesaurus
Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2
by: using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information
concisely
Eg Pupil can usually use expanded noun phrases to convey precise and
detailed information
Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes: e.g. -ate; -ise; -fy
e.g. hyphen into hyphenate; terrific into terrify; random into randomise.
Verb prefixes: e.g. dis-, de-, mis-, over-, reUse prefixes to generate new words
Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2
by: using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose,
that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun
Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2
by: using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility
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Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2
by: using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause
Devices to build cohesion, including adverbials of time, place and number
Brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis
Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity
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